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Evan Gershkovich hugged his mother, Ella Milman, after he and other freed Americans arrived at J

t Base Andrews on Thursday.

| Inside the Prisoner Trade:

Spies, a Killer and Couriers

Secret Talks Involving Multiple Countries
Led to Deal That Freed Americans

This article is by Mark Mazzetti,

AntonTroianovski, Michael D.
Shear and Peter Baker.

WASHINGTON — A turning
point came on June 25, when a
group of C.LA. officers sat across
from their Russian counterparts
during a secret meeting in a Mid-
die Eastern capital.

The Americans floated a pro-
posal: an exchange of two dozen
prisoners siting i jails in Russia,
the United States and scatter
across Europe, a far bigger and
more complex deal than either

et messages hand-delvered by
couriers — secured the release of
Mr. Gersikovich, Mr Whelan and
14 other imprisoned Americans,
Russians and Europeans.

‘The deal also freed, among oth-
ers, a Russian hit man, Vadim
Krasikov. He had been jailed in
Germany since 2019 for the mur-
der of a Chechen former separat-
ist fighter in a park in Berlin. He
was the pr it by
President Viadimir V. Putin of
Russia, who had publicly praised
the killing as an act of patriotism
andfor Mr

ide had previ
but one that would give both Mos-
cow and Western nations more
reasons to say yes.

Quiet negotiations between the
United States and Russia over a
possible prisoner swap had
dragged on for more than a year.
‘They were punctuated by oniy oc-
casionl giimpses of Hope for the
families of the American pris-
oners — including Evan Gershko-
vich, a reporter for The Wall
Street Journal, and Paul Whelan,

American security contractor

HARRIS CLOSES IN
ON RUNNING MATE

Lavish Spending at a Top L.G.B.T.Q. Nonprofit

By EMILY STEEL
Alight rain fell at the: lunch alr-

Formal Vetting Process Is

Finished by Law Firm

This artcle s by Lisa Lerer, Reid
& Epstein and Kat

port one Sunday
ary 2023 as Sarah Kate Ellis. made
her way from a seat in Delta’s
‘most exclusive cabin to a waiting
Mercedes. It was there to chauf-
feur her to the Swiss Alps, where
sheand her colleagues would stay
at the Tivol Lodge, a seven-bed-

campaign to investigate potential
vice-presidential candidates has
completedits work, leaving the fi-
naldecison— the mostimportant
yet of the still-niew campaign
squarely in Vice Presxdem. Kama-
1a Harris's hands.

Covington & Burling, the Wash-
ingion law firm tasked wih the
vetting, completed the job on

rsd: and ‘turned
over its findings to Ms Harris, ac-
cording m two people briefed on
the proce

M. Harris has blocked off sev-
eral hours on her calendar this
weekend to meet with the men be-
ing considered to join the ticket,

others interviewed, spoke on the
condition of anonymity because
they were not authorized to dis-
cussthe rivae process. The Har.
ris campaign has suggested it will
announce the decision by Tuesday
evening, when the vice president
and her to-be-named runnin
‘mate begin a five-day tour of pres-
idential battleground states, start-
ing in Philadelphia.

Several of the conenders, in.
cluding Govs. Josh Shapiro of

nnsylvania and Andy Beshear
of Kentucky,canceled events this
weekend, refl a desire
tobe available for those conversa-
tions and to avoid drawing addi-
tional speculation from the news
‘media about their chances.

‘The choice of a running mate is
one of the most consequential de-
cisions of Ms. Harris's political ca-
reer, one that can pay dividendsin
votes and years of counsel or
backfire disastrously. In some

o ome

million dollars to rent for me
week.

Ms. Ellis, who was en route to
the World Economic Forum in Da-
vos, doesi't runa Wall Street bank
or a high-flying tech start-up. She
is the chief executive of the non-
profit organization GLAAD, one of

GLAAD Files Suggest
It May Have Broken
LR.S. Regulations

me coumry‘s leadmg LGBTQ

s oo whichhas
budget. of roughly $50 millon,
paid for Ms. Ellis's trip, as well asa
day of skiing, according to inter-
nal documents reviewed by The
New York Times and interviews
with current and former employ-
es and others with knowledge of
(GLAAD's operations.

The trip was part of a pattern of

wish spending at GLAAD, much
o by Ms. Ellis, that may have vi-
olated the organization's own poli-
cies as well as Internal Revenue
Service rules.

‘The Times reviewed dozens of
GLAAD expense reports and ac-
companying receipts from Janu-
ary 2022 through June 2023, as
well as employment agreements,
tax filings, audit reports, other fi-
nancial documents and internal
communications.

When Ms. Ellis traveled for
work, there were first-class
flights, stays at the Waldorf Asto-
riaand other luxury hotels and ex-
pensive car services. Not to men-
tion a Cape Cod summer rental

Continued on Page Al4

o o e Those
hopes were always dashed when
one of the two sides balked.

But the June meeting chan
things, according to accounts
from American and Western offi-
cials and other people familiar
with the long process of bringing

the deal to fruition.

‘The Russian spies took the pro-
posal back to Moscow, and only
days later the C.LA. director was
on the phone with a Russian spy
chief agresing o the broad po-

rameters of a massive prisoner
swap. On Thursday, seven differ-
entplanes wouched down in Arkar

anged

sengers ingi
close an intensive diplomatic 3
fort that took place almost en-
tirely out of public view.

‘The deal between longtime ad-
versaries — negotiated mostly by
spies and sometimes through se-

Krasikov be part of any swap.

The stunning deal took place
against the geopolitical backdrop
of the war in Ukraine, where the
United States is sending weapons.
to the battlefront aimed at kiling
as many Russian troops as possi-

&

And it reached s conclusion
even as President Biden, who g

ersonally involved in the negm
ations at key points, was losing
hope of continuing his re-election
bid following a disastrous tele-
vised debate that took place two
daysafter the C.LA. gave the Rus-
sians what proved to be the deci-
sive new offer.

Onthe morning of Sunday, July
21, Mr. Bldcn snck with Cc ,
plac m_ his \mcanon
home m Delaware to Slovenia’s
prime minister to nail down one of
the last pieces of the prisoner
agreement. Less than two hours
lote,be annaunced he was with.

g from the presidential

Tace.

“The deal that made this possi-
ble was a feat of diplomacy and
iriendship; Mr. Biden said on
‘Thursday in brief remarks from
the White House, flanked by fam-
ily members of the prisoners. He

Continued on Page A6

GERMANY'S ROLE The chancellor
vercame opposition in his deci-
sion to release a hit man. PAGE A5

g

Angela Carini of Italy, right, abandoned her bout against Algerias Imane Khelif in just 46 seconds.

Olympic Officials Try to Quell Fury Over Fairness

way
tion for the future of the party, a
ty she intimately under-
stands given her own head-spin-
Ting ascension to the top of the
ticket
But unlike previous nominees,
who spent months_considering
candidates, she must make her
Continued on Page Al6

'SECURED Democrats said Kamala
Harris had enough delegates to
be the nominee. PAGE Al6

By JERE LONGMAN
‘and EMMANUEL MORGAN
PARIS — Lin Yu-ting strode to-
ward the boxing ring on Friday
fully aware that she was vm.lkmg
straight into a swirling contro-
versy that has turned the Paris
Olympics into a forum for a fierce
debate about biology, gender and
fairness in

Defending the Eligibility

of Two Female Boxers

Taiwan, stepped through the
Topes for her opening match,

porters.
At the same time, Olympic offi-
cials were working urgently to re-
but what they described as wide-
spread _“misinformation” —
spurred by a 46-second fight on
Thu — that led some to
question the presence of Lin and
another boxer, AL

In 10 Seconds,
One-Man Team
Could Be Done

Slowed Hiring
Casts Doubts
On Fed’s Wait

By HANNAH BEECH

PARIS — As his nation’s lone
athlete at the Paris Olympics,
‘Winzar Kakiouea carries an addi-
tional burden: Most people have
no idea that his country is a coun-

try.
‘Also, his homeland could one
day disappear into the ocean.

By JEANNA SMIALEK.

al Reserve officials held

off on cutting interest rates this

they wanted to see

slightly more data to feel confi-

dent that inflation is r.mly cnmmg
under control.

proach is cautious hen't comee

to price increases, Friday's em-

Nauru With a population of less
than 13,000, is an island nation

ant Island, Nauru (pronounced
NO-roo, not Nah-00-ro0) gained
its independence in 1968, after a

iod of trusteeship by the

guano, or
Tird poop,a ey ngredie i e
tilizer. Mining destroyed parts of
the fland; chunks of Nauru sid

he sea. Climate change is
mbblmg atits shores, too.

‘Most people don't know about
Nauru,” Kakiouea said. “When I
tell_them about it, they are
shocked that this little, tiny place
isa country”

On Saturday, Kakiouea, 23, will
compete in the preliminaries of
the men's 100 meters. He isa very
fast runner — the fastest man in
the expanse of the Pacific known

ot Emerging victorious about

Dressed all in red and greeted
withamixof cheers and boos from
the crowd, Lin, who competes for

geria, in the Paris Games a year
after they were disqualified from
d ionships in a dis-

left the
arena as silently as she had ar-
rived. She declined to speak to re-

pute about their eligibility.
Continued on Page A9

— but it is probably
safe to say that his Olympics will
be over in fewer than 11 seconds.
still, Kakiouea's presence in
Paris is testament to one of the
Continued on Page A9

it might be a risky one when it
comes to the job market
Unemployment rose t0.4.3 per-
cent in July, up from 4.1 percent
previously, as hiring _slowed
sharply. The labor market cracks
have given sudden urgency to
concerns that the Fed has waited
100 long to begin cutting rates —
andthat it might be falling behind,
allowing the job market t0 slow in
a way that will be hard to stall or
reverse.
“Theyare absolutely behind the
curve, and they need to catch up;”
said Julia Coronado, founder of
MacmPohcy Perspectives.
Fed interest rates help to
coolinlaion by siowing demand.
Whenit costs mare 0 borrow t0
buy ahouse or expand a business,
people make fewer big purchases
and companies hire fever work-
As economic activity pulls
back, businesses struggle o faise
prices as quickly, and inflation
‘moderates.
‘That chain reaction can come at
a serious cost to the job market,
Tagh. A tce e abor mar:
Continued on Page A17
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Taking a Break | Hard Path for Harris in Nevada Trump’s ‘Opportunity Zones’
From Troubles Polls show Democrats ‘with bipartisan roots,
Someyoung people | improved, but Kamala Harris faces a aims to foster development in poor
in China are pre- hallenge in undecided voters who had | - areas. It has fueled building, but it
tending to be birds tuned out completely. PAGEALZ | hasmt always aided residents. PAGE BI
on social media as a .
way ofescaping Campaign Audit Faults Adams | TikTok Sued Over Child Data
am pressures, A900-page draft review of the mayor’s | The Justice Department said the com-
emvmymem woes 2021 campaign found widespread errors | pany knowingly allowed users. younger
and overall hustle that could lead to fines or lor(emlre w than 13 to create accounts.
culture.  PAGEA$ | public matching funds.
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Funeral for Hamas Leader Ruling Narrows Votmg Act . .
Few o heed recedent, a Always a Devastating Spin
‘Hamas's call for a “day of anger” to federal appeals court £ diterent Dwight Freeney made the Pro Football
condemn the killing of fsmai Hamyeh minority groups cannot jointly claim Hall of Fame by making blockers “look
and Israel’s bombardm Al | their votes had been diluted.  PAGEAI | absolutely silly” PAGEDI | ofanew art fair.

new vitality. PAGE C&

‘Where Pieces Keeping It Local, and Cheap
Come Together A Chicago resident explores her city as
Puzzling has been a visitor might — a visitor with an open
around for more nind and a dght budger, PAGECT
than 250 years, but a e

budding tournament | 36 Hours in Nice

in Spain, featuring ‘The French Riviera's unofficial capital
participants fr has ancient ruins, a Matisse museum
more than 75 con- | and a world-famous beach.  PAGECS
tries,is giving ita
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Art Lands in Ski Country
Aspen, Colo,, a city with one of the
nation's highest concentrations of ultra-
‘wealthy homeowners, became the site
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Aspens New Art Fair

Follows the Money

How to lure customers and sell

paintings and sculptures in a
down market? Pitching a tent
next to billionaires is a start.

By RAY MARK RINALDI
ASPEN, COLO. — A down art market? De-
pressed dealers? Fatigued buyers?
None of that matters in Aspen. At least,
thatisthe theory behinda newart fair i
city when the global ars ndustry s i &
jump. Aspen is both rich and spendy, with
oncorihe highest concentrations of ultra-

‘wealthy homeowners in the country.
Even the worst of times is not all that bad
here, said Doug Leibinger, a longtime real
estate agent in Aspen, who represented the
seller in a $77 million cash deal for an eight-
bedroom home in April, setting a Colorado
sales record during a downturn in the ULS.
housing market. The record was broken
et with another Aspen deal s @ week

“Our ‘marketplace is anomalous to the
rest of the planet,” Leibinger said. “There
are people who find Aspen desirable re-
gardless of what happens in the greater
economy.

All those bursting wallets and bare walls
add up toa consistent demand for paintings
and sculpture, enough for Rebecca Hoff-

in blue beads.

man, a co-founder of the Aspen Art Fair, to
plunge ahead confidently with her event,
evenwhentrade reports show internationai
art spending down more than 10 percent in
2023.

‘The inaugural fair, staged at the Hotel Je-
rome, a 135-year-old resort, ended on Fri-
day. Visitors were elbow to elbow during
Monday’s opening preview, and there were
bustling crowds the first few days; many of
the 22 gallris reported mutipl sales by
‘Wednesday Prices varied,with anumberof
offrings i the $12,000 340,000 range,
fine wih the leading fairs of comparable
size. (Art Basel Miami Beach in 2023, with
its nearly 300 exhibitors, still dwarfed this

CONTINUED ON PAGE C2

Do You Want
A Piece of This?

The World Jigsaw Puzzle
Championship will bring
together participants from
more than 75 countries next
month in Spain. Page 6.

Saving Holocaust Memories With A.L

The Museum of Jewish Heritage is using it to create an installation where visitors can interact with survivors.

By JOSEPH BERGER
‘The Museum of Jewish Heritage in Lower
Manhattan, like other institutions that me-
morialize the Holocaust, has long relied on
Survivors to provide

But with the ranks of survivors thinning,
— almost all are in their 80s or 90s — the
museum has been working to find the most
effecive Ways to convey 1o future genera-
tions how easily a civilized soci
geend into almost incomprehensile ! o
barism andsysimatic mass s

B care about is what your grand-
citdrents grandchildren wil know; said
Jack Kliger, the museum's president and
chief executive, a son of survivors.

In planning for what Kliger calls ‘a post-

e museum could
taped videos of ndividuals
recounting gt painful experiences. But
museum officials worried that such an ap-
proach risked putting forth a fragmented
and misleading sense of what happened;
that Someone viewing, say, the testimony of

risoner of a concentration camp might
think that all Rolocaust survivors spent
jorld War II in concentration camps.

" tead, i an afort 1o depict the widest
range of experiences and context, the mu-
seum has decided to use artificial intelli-
gence.

L-poweredi
CONTINUED ON PAGE C5

artificial s

last month for a new

t the Museum of Jewish Heritage, which will use
i i Holocaust.
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Rebecea Hoffman, right, a

Hotel Jerome, where many of
the fair's exhibitors showed
in guest rooms.

In Aspen, a New Art Fair Follows the Money

CONTINUED FROM PAGE C1

Hoffman, in an interview late Tuesday,
said that was a good start. She had spent
‘much of the day coddling collectors, coach-
ing dealers and extinguishing the fires that

up.

“My jobs this week are house mom,
shnnk pundunghag,puppeleerandcheer—
leade

Those are s she i famiiar with, and
Aspen is a place she knows well. Hoffman,
who lives in New York, consults with art
fairs internationally, and spent the last
three years s director of Intersect Art and
Design, Aspen's other art fair, which is tak-
ing place simultaneously. Both fairs run
during Aspen Arts Week, a series of lec-
tures, exhibitions and parties hosted by the

N Art Museum.

‘When Hoffman ventured out on her own
this year, departing from Intersect and pro-
ducing her own fair in partnership with Bob
Chase, an Aspen dealer, several exhibitors
followed along, including the French
gallery Perrotin; Miles McEnery Gallery,
whose headquarters ar

Galerie Gmurzynska, from Zurich, a sec-
ondary-market specialist that featured a Pi-
cassopaintinginitsbooth priced at 3. 5mur
lion. Another, Southern G in
"Tovm, brought along the South Ar
can photographer Zanele Muholi, who cur-
rently has solo shows at Tate Modern in
London and the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art, and who was one of the fair’s
artists in residence.
i hatleapof faithinthenew venture came
rentals ranged from
$15,00010515/000, and deaters who waned
to set up shop in one of the Hotel Jerome’s
elegant guest rooms paid up to $30,000 for
the five-day run.
‘The hotel setting was a lure to some ex-
hibitors. The Jerome is an enduring treas-

y trades in a style that is
part Wild West hokum, with wali-mounted
bison heads and bellhops in cowboy hats,
and part luxury inn, with a swank cocktail
barnthelobby and ooms priced at $1.200

Most art fairs unfold in drab mnvenuon
centers and resemble trade shows, of an)
Sort,with ooth ined upin perfct endlcss
rows. The Intersect fair, for example, takes
place in the Aspen Ice Garden; it s dressed
up for the event and has a luxry aura that
draws well-heeled customers, but there is
no mistaking that it is a hockey rin}

“We were on ecause it sounded
cool o try something new and to do it in a
place that so many people are already com-
ing to intuitively” said Matthew McCard-
well, associate director of Perrotin, whose
booth in the Aspen Art Fair's main hall fea-
tured work by Paola Pivi, GaHee Park and
Josh Sperling.

K Contemporary made the most of its ho-
tel-room space, stacking work on dressers
and desks, in closets, and even in the bath-
room. The gallery turned a wall piece by the
textile artist Anne von Freyburg intoa bed-
spread,stacioned two umantke scuipures
by Viktor Freso on the terrace and
painting by Marc Dennis over the taue't It
‘was unusual but playful.

“I love taking artwork out of that idea of
the white cube;” the gallery owner Doug Ka-
cena said. “Taking over a space like this
feels more authentic”

Afew doors down, Rusha & Co.,a Los An-
geles gallery, had a piece by Sienna Shields.
Tt consists of dozens of long, stringy tenta-
cles covered in blue beads and is meant to
be hung from the ceiling, though n the hotel
room it took over an entire king-size bed.
Guy Rusha, the owner of the gallery, was ac-
tually staying in the room, and said that he
simply pushed the work to one side when he
went to sleep.

On the fair’s first day, he sold a few vin-
tage drawings of Aspen by LeRoy Nenman
that were install a sofa. There
more work for sale o ide ables and next
to the shower.

|he socml event of the summer — with its

]

Kansas Cit, Mo, and have been collcting

lion last year.

 arbara and Broce Bérger, who s phi-
lanthropists and collectors, were at the new
fair for Monday's preview. They spent some
time browsing the booths with their dog,

ist, Soch a3 Kerry James Marshal, Ke.
hinde Wiley and Nick Cave. They were not
sure if they were buying at the Jerome, but
they wanted to support the fair.

“They welcome a second artfai in Aspen

known for many years. Rebecca Hoffman
w up in the art business; her mother,
Nancy Hoftman, has opersted a gallery in
attan since 1
Rebec Hofman makes the most o the
personal and professional connections she
has cultivated but said she is building her

Brooklyn Berger. Christine Mack, founder
of the Mack Art Found:

“Atthe.

more;” he said. “But here it’s like more is
more because these are beautiful rooms

and you e competing against a ot ofde-
signand style”

‘Many of the collectors at the fair were As-
pen regulars who live in the city part time
but come for Art Week. The Aspen Art Mu-
seum's annual Art Crush gala — to many,

New York that
it residencies — was there early, too, and
quickly bought an acrylic painting by Ro-
drigo Valenzuela from Hexton Gallery, one
of the fair's busier sellers.

Onthesecond day,Sharonand John Hoft-

destinaion fo cultura tourists, they said.
With the Aspen Art Museum at full speed
and additional summer programming at the
nearby Anderson Ranch Art Center, “there
isreallyareasoniow tocome and stay fora
week,” Sh

and lasting, appeal. For her event to suc-
ceed beyond this year, however, the gal-
leries have to make money.

Sheis optimistic that will happen. “Aspen
is not suffering;” she said. “Aspen is bios-

lated to the fair’s organizer) live mostly in

it tosup-
port the fair director, whom they have

individuals from around the world.”

‘Aspen Art Fair, and three of her

images: “Qiniso V, the Sails,
Durban” 2019 (bottom left);
“Bester 1, New York? 2019
(top); “Ziphi IV, Cape Town,”
2020. Above, Doug Kacena,
‘owner of K Contemporary
gallery in Denver, in his room
at the Hotel Jerome, with



